
UUC SEMINAR IN VIETNAM 
Theology of Work 

On April 1, 2014, Dr. Fletcher Tink,  UUC’s Vice President of Academic Affairs led a 

seminar titled Theology of Work in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.  Students have responded 

very enthusiastically about the seminar and wish to further pursue the subject matter in 

the near future. 
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UUC SEMINAR IN CALIFORNIA 
Landscape of the Church in the Middle East 

 
Dr. Ray Bakke, UUC’s Chancellor of the 

English School of Theology, led a seminar 

on the Landscape of the Church in the 

Middle East at Grace Presbyterian Church 

in Long Beach, CA on April 1, 2014. 

PITTBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY HONORS  
PRESIDENT DALE SEWALL AS DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS IN MISSION 

 
This year, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS) 
honors our President, Rev. Dr. Dale Sewall, as their 
Distinguished Alumnus in Mission for serving the 
Global Church with UUC and various other organiza-
tions throughout his ministerial career. 
 

For more information, please visit: 
 

http://pts.edu/Dale_Sewall 
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Experiential Courses Available In 2014 

 

Urban Immersion Course – NEPAL 
Ten days from July 12-22, 2014, in conjunction with three days of presentation to Nepali citizens of Buddhist and 
Hindu backgrounds on the theme of “Theology of Work”.  Visits to the world famous Pashupatinath Hindu Com-
plex, the World Peace Pagoda, the “Monkey” Temple and Christian ministries under the natural beauty of the Him-
alayas in the cities of Kathmandu and Pokhara.  Cost: $1,000 plus airfare and tuition (if credit is desired).   Led by 
Dr. Fletcher Tink 
 
Urban Immersion Course – PHILIPPINES 
Ten days from August 1-10, 2014, in conjunction with seminars on cultural awareness and ministry involvement, in 
a context that blends Latino and Asia worlds.  Visits to Corregidor Island, Fort Santiago, Pagsanjan Falls 
(rafting).   Cost:  $1,000 plus airfare and tuition (if credit is desired).   Led by Dr. Fletcher Tink 

 

 

 

 

 
Seven Churches of Asia Minor & Cappadocia - TURKEY 
October 14-24, 2014.  Much of the New Testament was written to, in, or from the cities of Asia Minor (modern day 
Turkey).  Visit ancient Christian sites and the modern city of Istanbul and hear from modern Christians and their 
perspectives.  Cost:  $2,795 plus airfare to Istanbul, visa fees, and tuition (if credit is desired).  Led by Dr. Ray Bakke 
 

The Price We Pay  
 
“In the same way, any of you who does not give up eve-
rything you have cannot be my disciple.”   

Luke 14:33 
 
Luke 14:33 does not seem to logically follow the verses 
before it.  It does seem logical after verse 27, which tells 
us that we cannot be Christ’s disciple if we are unwilling 
to carry our own cross and follow him. But verses 28 to 
32 are about counting the cost before building a tower, 
and considering the strength of your army before you 
go to battle against an army twice as strong. In the one 
case the builder decides not to build because the cost is 

(continued on page 3) 

too high and his reputation will be ruined by his failure 
to complete the project. In the other case, the king de-
cides not to go to war, but rather to ask terms of peace 
because he will most likely be defeated. Neither the 
builder nor the king is willing to “give up everything.”  
And then Jesus tells us we must give up everything. 
 
My conclusion is that Jesus is telling us not to do what 
appears to be the logical thing. Not building the tower is 
logical if it costs too much. Not fighting the war is logical 
if we are likely to lose to an army twice as strong. And 
not following Jesus seems logical if we have to give up 
everything we have in order to follow him. In each case, 
the wise thing is to first count the cost. And when the 
cost is too high, don’t take the action. 



 
 

Rev. Dr. Dale Sewall  
President 
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We tend to read this passage as advice to “count the 
cost” before we follow Jesus. But when we think only 
that far, we miss what is the surprise and the power of 
Jesus’ teaching about being his disciple. I could summa-
rize the movement of these verses this way: 
 
1. Count the cost before building the tower. The cost 

is too high. Don’t build the tower. 
2. Count the cost of going to war against a powerful 

enemy. The cost is too high. Don’t go to war. 
3. Count the cost of being Christ’s disciple. The cost is 

everything you have. The cost is not too high. Be-
come his disciple. 

 
From a human point of view, giving up everything we 
have is too high a price for anything. It is not logical to 
let go of everything to gain one thing, no matter how 
good that one thing is.  
 
But Jesus believed otherwise. He told the parable of the 
man who found a treasure in a field, and sold every-
thing he had in order to buy that field. And of the pearl 
merchant who sold everything in order to buy the 
“pearl of great price.” That is what the kingdom of 
heaven is worth, Jesus said…everything!  (Matthew 
13:44-45) 
 
The Apostle Paul said that he suffered the loss of all 
things so that he might experience “the surpassing 
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Philippians 
3:8).  

 
And that is what we get in the exchange. We give up 
everything, and gain the surpassing greatness of know-
ing Christ Jesus our Lord. This is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. Using our own resources I don’t think we would 
ever discover that knowing Jesus is more valuable than 
anything else in this world. We would never decide, 
without the Holy Spirit’s help, that giving up everything 
in order to know him is a good deal for us, and that the 
cost is not too high. Without the Holy Spirit’s help, we 
would never hunger and thirst for him and his right-
eousness over anything the world could offer.  
 
During this past Holy Week, and especially on Good Fri-
day, the thoughts of many Christians turned to the 
price Christ paid for us. He gave up everything for us. 
Hebrews 12:2 says that it was “for the joy that was be-
fore him” that Jesus endured the cross. I think he would 
say the price was not too high. 
 
We hear him say that we have to give up everything to 
be his disciples. And for the joy of knowing him, we are 
willing. We must never lose this willingness. People 
need to know that Jesus is worth giving up everything. 
If they see that in us, and the Holy Spirit works in their 
hearts, they too will count the cost and decide to follow 
him. 
 
Count the cost. The cost is everything. The cost is not 
too high. 

The picture on the left is of a class that is a part of the Diploma of 

Ministry program designed to train tribal and rural church leaders. 

This class was held in the Central Highlands of Vietnam and taught 

by Rev. Trung Dang, a UUC alumnus.  There are currently 269 stu-

dents in this program.  Please continue to pray for this program as 

some classes have been facing harassment from the local police. 

UNION COLLEGE DIPLOMA OF MINISTRY PROGRAM 



THANKSGIVINGS AND PRAYER REQUESTS 

 Thank God for the completion of the Self Evaulation Report (SER) that was sub-
mitted to Distance Education and Training Council (DETC) for accreditation.  The SER 
will be reviewed by DETC and given back with feedback.  If the SER is acceptable, 
DETC will send an onsite review team to visit UUC before the council makes its final 
determination.  Please continue to pray for the process. 

 Two classes in our Union College Diploma in Ministry program for tribal leaders in 
Quang Tri province have been closed by the police.  Please pray for the reopening of 
these classes soon. 

 Thank God for the ministry of  Dr. Lesly Joseph and the French language school  as 
they train leaders to reach out to Muslims in France and other French speaking 
countries.   68 new believers, mostly from Muslim backgrounds, were baptized in 
April by Dr. Joseph.   Please pray for them and for God's protection. 

 The Board of Directors of UUC will be meeting on May 5-6, 2014.  Please pray for 
God's guidance for all decisions made. 

  

 

 

14200 GOLDENWEST STREET 
WESTMINSTER, CA 92683 

 

 

DAY OF PRAYERDAY OF PRAYER  

UUC’s 

Board of Directors  

invites UUC students, 

faculty and friends  

to join them  

in prayer for UUC on 

the first Monday  

of the month.  

 

SUPPORT UUC 

Union University of California is able to provide scholarships to our underserved 
students primarily through the love and generosity of individuals like you. You can 
contribute by donating online at www.uuc.edu, or by sending a check or money 
order to the address above. 

UUC SEMINAR 
Cross-Cultural Communication  

 
A seminar on Cross-Cultural Communication will be held at UUC’s campus from 8:30 
AM – 4:30 PM on June 18-20, 2014 and is open to the public. The seminar will be led 
by the Rev. Dr. Michael J. Oleksa, rector of St. Alexis Toth Orthodox Church in 
Anchorage, Alaska and adjunct faculty at Alaska Pacific University. Dr. Oleksa received 
his Ph.D. at the Orthodox Theological Faculty in Presov, Slovakia, and is an expert in 
communicating across cultures. He is author of four books on the Orthodox Church in 
Alaska, the Russian period in Alaska, and native cultures of Alaska. 

 
Dr. Oleksa will bring his cross-cultural communication experience of 
more than 30 years as a missionary to the native Alaskan into his 
lecture topics:  What is Culture, Cultures as “The Game of Life,” The 
Global Literate Culture, Traditional Local Cultures, The Clash of 
Worlds, Getting Along/Making Peace… To register, please contact 
info@uuc.edu. 

GRADUATION SERVICE 2014 

The graduation service for UUC and Union College graduates will be held on June 21, 
2014 at 3:00 PM at the UUC campus.  The Rev. Dr. Fletcher Tink, our Vice President of 
Academic Affairs will be the commencement speaker.  We invite you to attend. 

http://www.uuc.edu/u/est/donate
mailto:info@uuc.edu

